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Kansas Soybean Expo ’18 includes laughter, learning, laurels
About 225 soybean enthusiasts 

  gathered Jan. 10 in Topeka 
for Kansas Soybean Expo 2018. 
The Kansas Soybean Association 
(KSA) organized the annual event, 
with checkoff funding from 
the Kansas Soybean 
Commission (KSC), 
to coincide with 
the Topeka Farm 
Show at the Kansas 
Expocentre.

“We were really 
excited to have so 
many farmers and 
friends of the indus-
try join us in Topeka,” 
said KSA Second Vice President 
Teresa Brandenburg, Osborne, who 
chaired the Expo planning commit-
tee. “It was a great day to network 
and advance the Association’s and 
Commission’s commitments to pro-
ducer education.”

KSA President Lucas Heinen, 
Everest, and KSC Chairman Kurt 
Maurath, Oakley, welcomed the 
attendees. The opening session fea-
tured updates from checkoff-part-
ner organizations. The presenters 
were Jennifer Geck Ott, director of 

allied industry relations for the USA 
Poultry and Egg Export Council, 
and Kevin Roepke, regional director 
for the Americas at the U.S. Soybean 
Export Council.

The keynote speaker, 
farm-boy-turned-come-

dian Roger Radley, 
entertained the audi-
ence with his wit, 
humor and stories 
about growing up 
on a Wisconsin farm 

and how we raise 
kids today.
“Roger was very enter-

taining, and you never knew 
what direction he was headed with 
the next line,” said Charles Atkinson, 
Great Bend, KSA’s representative on 
the American Soybean Association 
(ASA) Board of Directors and a 
member of the Expo planning com-
mittee. “His presentation was a 
great reminder, if you can’t look in 
the mirror and get a good laugh, to 
laugh with somebody else.”

John Jenkinson, Lakin, a farm 
broadcaster for KSN News and mar-
kets editor–anchor for RFD-TV 
and Rural Radio on Sirius XM, 

was the master of ceremonies at 
the luncheon. The featured speaker 
was Donnell Rehagen, CEO of the 
National Biodiesel Board (NBB). He 
emphasized how the soybean check-
off always has ensured the biodiesel 
industry could support its techno-
logical development and marketing 
projects with the proper research and 
how soybean farmers have advocated 
for federal policies to help make bio-
diesel competitive.

The Friend of Soy award went to 
Harold Kraus, Hays. He served on 
KSC from 1999 to 2011 and was its 
first representative to NBB, serving 
there from 2001 to 2013. When he 
started, biodiesel was in its infancy, 
and it was a billion-gallon industry 
by the time he retired. His dedica-
tion to developing biodiesel helped 
make it America’s first domestically 
produced, commercially available 
advanced biofuel, and NBB gave 
him the Friend of Biodiesel Award 
in 2013.

Kraus earned a business degree 
from the University of Kansas in 
1955 then served as a Navy avia-
tor. He and his wife, Virginia, 
farm in Ellis County, where they 

continue to host an agriculture day 
for about 300 students and teach-
ers every year.

Maurath thanked Craig Gigstad, 
Valley Falls, for representing Kansas 
on the United Soybean Board from 
2011 to 2017.

Kansas State University’s Doug 
Shoup, Ph.D., who coordinates the 
Kansas Soybean Yield and Value 
Contests, then announced the 
district and overall winners.  (See 
page 2.)

Participants then heard three 
K-State Extension updates.

 � “Increasing Yields Through 
Improved Management” by 
Ignacio Ciampitti, Ph.D., crop-
production specialist

 � “The Dicamba Conundrum” by 
Dallas Peterson, Ph.D., weed 
scientist

 � “An Integrated Approach to 
Managing Dectes Stem Borer in 
Kansas” by entomologists Brian 
McCornack, Ph.D., and Mike 
Smith, Ph.D.

Expo photos and presenta-
tions are available via http://
KansasSoybeans.org/expo on the 
web. 

Left: KSC Chairman Kurt Maurath (right), Oakley, presents the Friend of Soy award to Harold Kraus, Hays, who is joined by his wife, Virginia. 
Middle: NBB CEO Donnell Rehagen begins his luncheon address about the state of the biodiesel industry as Expo committee chairwoman Teresa 
Brandenburg, Osborne, surveys the crowd. Right: Farm-boy-turned-comedian Roger Radley keeps attendees guessing during his keynote.
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Kansas Soybean 100-bushel Club 
finds 1st member in NW district
The best farming practices, wisely 

selected varieties and favorable 
growing conditions helped Kansas 
farmers produce high-yielding, valu-
able soybeans in 2017.

“The annual Kansas Soybean 
Yield and Value Contests recog-
nize outstanding Kansas farmers 
and provide fun incentives for them 
to improve,” said Doug Shoup, 
Ph.D., Parsons, K-State Research 
and Extension Southeast Area 
agronomist, who is completing his 
fourth year as the contests coordi-
nator. “They also allow the Kansas 
Soybean Association, with checkoff 
funding from the Kansas Soybean 
Commission, to share what partici-
pants learned to benefit all Kansas 
soybean farmers.”

The yield contest included 40 
entries, down 12 from 2016. The 26 
winners in 13 categories had veri-
fied yields averaging 78.11 bushels 
per acre, compared to the reported 
state average of 40 bushels per acre 
in 2017. The contest winners’ average 
decreased by 2.9 bushels per acre, 
while the state average decreased 8 
bushels per acre from 2016.

The value contest had 31 entries, 
nine more than in the previous 
year. For their protein and oil con-
tents, the top three entries aver-

aged 93.8 cents (10 percent) in 
increased value over the $9.18 base 
cash price. In 2016, that average 
was 77.6 cents (8 percent) above a 
$9.68 cash price.

Meier Farms, Rexford, topped the 
statewide irrigated division with a 
conventional-tillage entry that made 
100.67 bushels per acre – the first 
entry ever to document more than 
100 bushels. Kenny Wilson, Horton, 
led the dryland division with a con-
ventional-tillage entry of 93.34 bush-
els per acre. Brandon Geiger, Denton, 
won the value contest with 97.8 cents 
per bushel of increased value (10.7 
percent over the cash price).

The Kansas Soybean Association 
(KSA) presented the state and district 
winners with plaques or certificates 
and monetary prizes from the Kansas 
Soybean Commission at the Kansas 
Soybean Expo, Jan. 10 in Topeka. 
In each district, first place won 
$300, second earned $200, and third 
received $100. The highest dryland 
and irrigated yields in the state each 
received a $1,000 award, and Meier 
Farms got another $1,000 bonus for 
surpassing 100 bushels per acre.

Complete results and 
award photos are available via 
http://KansasSoybeans.org/contests on 
the web. 
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KSA President Lucas Heinen (left), Everest, congratulates the overall winners. Meier Farms, 
Rexford, represented by Roch Meier, topped the irrigated division and became the first 
member of the Kansas Soybean 100-bushel Club. Kenny Wilson, Horton, led the dryland 
division. Brandon Geiger, Denton, won the value contest.
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Biodiesel incentive available
Kansas fleets and individual 

 motorists driving diesel vehicles 
can get part of their annual fuel bills 
paid by using biodiesel blends. The 
Kansas Soybean Commission (KSC) 
is funding the rebates through a bio-
diesel-outreach grant managed by the 
Metropolitan Energy Center and its 
Clean Cities coalitions.

Biodiesel is an 
advanced biofuel 
made from an increas-
ingly diverse mix of 
resources, including 
agricultural oils, 
recycled cook-
ing oil and ani-
mal fats. It can be 
used in any diesel 
engine without 
modifications in 
blends of up to 20 percent (B20).

Through the program, fleets can 
receive a $1 per gallon rebate for 
up to 2,000 gallons of any biodiesel 
blend of at least 10 percent (B10) in 
a calendar year. Individuals driving 
diesel vehicles can receive the same 
$1 per gallon rebate, up to $200 for 
the year, for blends of at least 5 per-
cent (B5). The overall program is 
capped at $5,000 annually.

“Sometimes the biggest hurdle in 
adopting a new technology or prod-
uct, like an alternative fuel, is just 
trying it for the first time,” said Bob 
Haselwood, Berryton, who serves 
on both KSC and the National 
Biodiesel Board. “A dollar per gal-

lon should be enough to entice some 
drivers and fleets to try biodiesel, 
and we hope, once they do, they will 
keep coming back.”

Biodiesel is an American-made 
fuel that reduces greenhouse gases, 
increases U.S. energy security, and 
supports the economy in general and 

the soybean industry in 
particular. KSC funds 
several projects that aim 
to demonstrate biodies-
el’s benefits.

Many public and pri-
vate fleets use die-
sel buses, trucks, 
snowplows, off-
road equipment 
and more. There 
also are more die-
sel-powered pas-

senger vehicles available than ever. 
Rising to the challenge of building 
cars with better fuel economy, many 
automakers have turned to diesel 
technology as a highly fuel-effi-
cient, clean option. There are about 
50 clean-diesel car, truck and SUV 
models available nationwide.

Fleets usually can obtain custom 
biodiesel blends by working with 
their fuel suppliers or finding new 
ones. Locate U.S. biodiesel retail-
ers, distributors and plants at http://
bit.ly/finding-biodiesel on the web.

For complete instructions about 
claiming a rebate, visit http://
MetroEnergy.org/biodiesel-rebate on 
the web. 
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zwonitzer1@hotmail.com
District 8............................. Bob Haselwood, Berryton 

bhaselwood@aol.com
District 9......................................Mike Bellar, Howard 

mbellar@sbcglobal.net
At-large ................................ Jerry Jeschke, Robinson 

jc_jeschke@yahoo.com
 Lance Rezac, Onaga 

rezacfarms@yahoo.com

2017–2018 Officers
Chairman ...............................................Kurt Maurath
Vice Chairman ........................................Lance Rezac
Secretary ..................................................Mike Bellar
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United Soybean Board Directors
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Staff
Administrator ..................................Kenlon Johannes
Director of Field Services ....................Dennis Hupe
Director of Communications .................Brad Parker
Director of Operations.....................Adam O’Trimble
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Administrative Assistant ..............Mary Lou Dillman
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Kansas Soybean Commission
Fiscal Year 2017 Financial Summary
Income Expenditures

Net collections 
& other income: 

$4,232,121 

Research: 
$1,372,857

Consumer 
& industry 
outreach: 
$1,111,319

Communications: 
$483,629

Administration: 
$285,437

Remitted to 
United Soybean Board 
& other state boards: 

$4,605,514

International market 
development: 

$938,573

KSC funds FY ’19 projects
Seventy-one research and educa-

tion  proposals for fiscal year 2019, 
which begins July 1, were submitted 
to the Kansas Soybean Commission 
by the Oct. 16, 2017, deadline.

The commissioners gave each an 
initial review during a Nov. 13 con-
ference call. At their Nov. 30–Dec. 
2 face-to-face meeting, they heard 
more about 66 selected ideas for 
breeding, production and environ-
mental programs; livestock-feeding 
and human-nutrition studies; com-

mercially significant, value-added 
projects; and marketing and trans-
portation programs. Those proposers 
made formal presentations in Topeka 
or via teleconferencing.

Fifty-seven proposals total-
ing $4.7 million received funding. 
Among the top recipients are Kansas 
State University, the North Central 
Soybean Research Program and 
the National Biodiesel Board. Visit 
http://KansasSoybeans.org/research for 
more details. 

Kansas Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Josh Roe updates the commissioners about activities 
within his department. They discussed possible collaboration on several issues, including imple-
mentation of new herbicide technologies and the Kansas Agriculture Growth Strategy.

Perdue appoints farmers to national checkoff board
Agriculture Secretary Sonny 

 Perdue announced Nov. 22, 
2017, the appointment of 19 mem-
bers and three alternates to serve on 
the United Soybean Board (USB). 
The farmers appointed to serve 
three-year terms include Dennis 
Gruenbacher, Andale, who also 
represents District 6 on the Kansas 
Soybean Commission (KSC).

“I truly appreciate the time and 
expertise that these individuals 
have agreed to provide and know 
U.S. soybean producers will be well 
served by these men and women,” 
Perdue said.

Gruenbacher grows soybeans, 
corn and wheat in Sedgwick 
County. He has served in numer-
ous leadership roles and is active 
in several organizations, including 
Kansas Farm Bureau, the National 
Biodiesel Board, the Andale co-op 

board, and his groundwater-man-
agement district. He has a bachelor’s 
degree from Newman University in 
Wichita, where he studied account-
ing and economics.

USB is composed of 73 members 
representing 29 states and the Eastern 
and Western regions. To become 
a member, one must be a soybean 
farmer and nominated by a qualified 
state soybean board, such as KSC.

The Soybean Promotion, 
Research and Information Act 
authorized USB. It became effec-
tive July 9, 1991, with implementa-

tion of the Soybean Promotion and 
Research Order.

Since 1966, Congress has autho-
rized 22 industry-funded research 
and promotion boards. They empower 
farmers and ranchers to leverage 
their own resources to develop new 
markets, strengthen existing mar-
kets, and conduct important research 
and promotion activities.

The Agriculture Department’s 
Agricultural Marketing Service 
(AMS) provides oversight, which 
ensures fiscal accountability and 
program integrity for participating 
stakeholders.

A list of USB members and 
more information about research 
and promotion programs is avail-
able from AMS via http://bit.ly/
soybean-research-promotion on the 
web, or visit USB’s website (http://
UnitedSoybean.org). 
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State-fair competition shows how 
soy fits into everyday meal prep

The Kansas State Fair showcases 
the use of heart-healthy soy 

products in daily life with the Invent 
a Heart-healthy Food soyfoods com-
petition, sponsored by the Kansas 
Soybean Commission (KSC). The 
judging criteria include originality 
and use of soy products (30 percent), 
flavor (30 percent), and ease of prep-
aration (40 percent).

At least a half-cup of soy-based 
product must be used in an entry. If 
the recipe includes more than one, 
they may total a half-cup altogether.

KSC’s educational consultant, 
Sherry Seifert, and program man-

ager, Jancey Hall, judged 2017’s 
15 entries. They selected first, sec-
ond and third places in each of the 
three classes: desserts; main dishes 
or entrées; and quick, easy snacks. 
Margaret Miller, Burdett, topped 
the first and third categories; and 
Joyce Conrad, Hutchinson, won 
the other.

Those recipes are posted at http://
KansasSoybeans.org/judging on the 
web. Entry, receiving, judging, prize 
and more information is available by 
searching the fair’s website (http://
KansasStateFair.com) for “Heart 
Healthy Food.” 

The first-place recipes are (from top) Soy Milk 
Strawberry Icee (dessert), Cool Crunchy Soy 
Wrap (main dish or entrée), and Edamame and 
Corn Salsa (quick, easy snack).

KSC photos

Trade team visits largest market for U.S. beef, pork
A delegation of producers and 

 agricultural leaders from nine 
states, including Kansas, visited 
Japan in September to see how the 
support they provide to the U.S. 
Meat Export Federation (USMEF) 
helps grow demand in the leading 
value market for U.S. beef and pork.

The USMEF Heartland Team 
included beef, corn and soybean pro-
ducers and industry representatives. 
Along with retail and foodservice 
visits, the team attended a briefing 
at the U.S. embassy and took part in 
consumer events in Tokyo and Osaka 
that promoted U.S. beef and pork. 
Throughout the week, team mem-
bers attended meetings with major 

food importers, including the largest 
foodservice company in Japan.

The team met hundreds of Japanese 
food buyers and shared the story of 
U.S. beef and pork production dur-
ing two USMEF trade seminars for 
importers, distributors and other 
key industry contacts. They also saw 
how U.S. products move through the 
import network to consumers.

The USMEF Heartland 
Team included Kansas Soybean 
Commission Vice Chairman Lance 
Rezac, Onaga, and Administrator 
Kenlon Johannes. The Commission 
has allocated $110,000 for USMEF 
projects in fiscal year 2019, similar to 
recent years. 


